Cytokines and implantation.
This review introduces the field of cytokines and implantation and then recalls the specialized role of the uterus and the notion of the 'implantation window'. The role of inflammatory and angiogenic cytokines is presented, as well as the involvement of cytokines such as -interferons in corpus luteum maintenance in non-chorionic gonadotrophin-producing species. -Interferons are reviewed, before dealing with the more in depth analysis of cytokine networks in the pre- and peri-implantation uterus. The emerging involvement of cytokines in controlling uterine vascularization angiogenesis is reviewed, with emphasis on NK activating factors.